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CosmoPolitical
Cooperative

Pan-European democracy, social justice and environmental sustainability
For a just, sustainable and happy society

The Society of Agreement

(Annex 3 of the Statutes of the CosmoPolitical Cooperative)

(Automated translation from the English)

The "Society of Agreement” is the long-term goal of the CosmoPolitical Cooperative. It is the vision
of a just, sustainable and happy society for 2050 and beyond. It is intended for the European
Union, but is meant to be extended to the whole world.

The Society of Agreement aims at long-term human well-being, in a healthy biosphere. It relies
on three mutually-supporting pillars, to which all the rest is subordinated:

e an unprecedented level of social justice, equality and confidence in the future for all,
(agreement among humans on the allocation of resources);

e an unprecedented level of democracy in all public institutions and private organisations, at
all scales, from the smallest company or association to the European Union, i.e. pan-
European democracy (agreement among humans on decisions); and

¢ healthy, simple and sustainable consumption and production patterns, under the motto “Live
simply, so that all can simply live”, i.e. environmental sustainability (agreement between
humans and the laws governing the geo-biosphere upon which we depend), with a prospect
of maintaining human civilisation indefinitely.

The Society of Agreement constitutes a radically new social contract and a comprehensive
societal alternative to the current paradigm.
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In the Society of Agreement, all citizens are absolutely certain that their essential needs are met, live
from their work, in decent living conditions compatible with the finite resources of our planet, and
participate in democratic policy- and decision-making. They enjoy authentic satisfactions and
gratifying social relations, which are different from, but of higher quality than, those of 2022. Division
of labour is performed at the largest possible scale, to process limited resources efficiently and as a
reminder of solidarity among all humans. Society is strongly regulated, to ensure a fair access to
resources, a fair sharing of rights and obligations, and a fair application of rules.

The features of the Society of Agreement that are in the starkest contrast to those of our
contemporary societies are the following:

Equality in income and in inherited wealth: the ratio after tax and transfers between the
top 1% and the lowest 1% is lower than 3:1 for incomes (see Remuneration of work) and
lower than 2:1 for inherited wealth (see Accumulation of assets);

Social security: the access to essential goods (healthcare, education, housing, insurance,
connection to networks, food in case of crisis) is provided for free (see ccess to essential
goods);

Monetary system embedding the finite nature of natural resources: the monetary system
contains two currency units, one for renewable resources such as human work and
agricultural products, the currency of class A “euro”, allocated as per a person’s work; and
one for finite, non-renewable resources such as minerals and the stock of Greenhouse Gases
in the atmosphere, the currency of class B “carbo”, allocated equally among all (see
Measurement and accounting);

Objective information on products and services, free from advertising (see Identifying the
most appropriate good);

Access to land via long-term rental subject to conditions of good stewardship, with no
eternal, unlimited ownership (see Access to land);

Universal access to entrepreneurship: all citizens receive, upon reaching their majority,
an endowment enabling them to develop their entrepreneurial initiatives if and when they
wish. This endowment can be completed by public venture capital (see );

Universal participatory democracy in all public and private entities: all citizens and
stakeholders participate in the initiative, the amendment and the selection of collective
actions (see Agreement on rules to be enforced by public entities, Agreement on decisions
by companies, Agreement on decisions in advocacy organisations);

Universality principle embodying the common nature of human needs within the European
Union, with a unified set of rules and a unified administration, free from competition between
fragmented local and national entities (see Agreement on rules to be enforced by public
entities);

Human needs are satisfied with the technical means leading to the lowest total
environmental impact (on climate and biodiversity, on energy and resource use). These
technical means are based upon technologies that exist or are under development in 2022,
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with a clear preference for solutions that are long-lasting, pooled among many users and low-
tech (see Satisfying human needs).

This document presents a comprehensive description of the Society of Agreement, in its technical,
economic and institutional aspects. It enters in a level of detail sufficient to understand “how the
Society of Agreement works”, concretely.

This document also contains the “negative mirror” of the Society of Agreement, i.e. the alienating
and environmentally harmful elements of our contemporary society of 2022 which will be relinquished
in the Society of Agreement, and that we can dispense of — happily and with relief! This “negative
mirror” is written in
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1 Social justice: agreement among humans on the
allocation of resources

* Link: https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/179/179241/the-spirit-level/9780241954294.html

In any society, all humans must be absolutely certain that all their essential needs will be covered,
now and in the future, for them and for the generations to come. This aspect of social justice is an
essential requirement for a society to be legitimate, and for all of its members to agree on supporting
it.

In the Society of Agreement, the world is strongly constrained by the attainment of planetary
boundaries. Under these circumstances of overall scarcity, social justice takes a more acute
meaning. In order to ensure access of all to the resources necessary to meet human needs, this
access is regulated under a strong principle of equality among all humans.

Social justice is in addition, and importantly, a factor of immense improvement in the quality of life of
everyone —including of those with the largest social, economic and educational resources. It ensures
peaceful, polite and authentic social relationships, on an equal footing, in mutual respect and care.

It relieves all members of society from anxiety and stress

Citizens are no longer subject to permanent anxiety and stress about their immediate survival, nor
about their future or that of their children.

Relationships among humans are no longer poisoned by economic dependency, where some
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depend for their living upon the goodwill of others.

1.1 Agreement on the sharing of resource flows
1.1.1 Sharing the resources that satisfy immediate needs

Human needs are satisfied by goods, which can be material, immaterial and most often a
combination of both (e.g. a long-lasting product with attached guarantee and maintenance service).
This chapter describes how humans are being provided access to the goods necessary to satisfy
their needs.

The general principle is: Every person lives in dignity from his/her work.

The nature and the intensity of this work is determined by the capacities of the person, and in
particular by his/her age (young people don't work during their education time, senior people work
with decreasing intensity as their age and physical condition dictate), health and disability status.
This work is being remunerated in two ways:

1. it gives the right to access the goods allocated for free by the public authorities;

2. it is compensated in monetary terms (in units of class A “euro”) sufficiently to enable the
satisfaction of the person's needs, in a fashion respectful of others and of the natural
environment, for the fraction of the person's needs that are at his/her discretion, and beyond
what is allocated for free.

The supply of (material or immaterial) goods is no longer an end in itself, whose purpose is to
generate profit for the few.

Society is no longer split between those who work in well-paid jobs and can pay for high-quality
goods and those out of decent work who are provided lower-grade goods for free (or given poverty
social assistance) as an alms to keep them quiet and obedient.

(see:)

1.1.1.1 Access to essential goods provided for free

The following essential goods are provided for free to all. The resources necessary to produce them
are drawn from public budgets fed by fiscal and social contributions, and pooled at the largest
possible scale, that of the European Union, in order to achieve maximal geographic cohesiveness:

e education from birth until the age of 18 years;

o five years of additional full-time education with a basic bursary and the right to access the
other goods allocated for free, to be taken at any time after the age of 18 years;

e health care;

e insurance against harm incurred by oneself and caused to others (liability) in case of
accidents;

e connection to networks (water, sanitation, electricity, telecommunications including fixed
Internet, railway, cycling roads, electronic payment system) and a first non-tradeable quota
of usage per person;
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e housing providing essential amenities and comfort, and a quota of surface per inhabitant;
e care upon loss of autonomy (due to accident, handicap, illness or old age);

e (in times of agricultural hardships) a quota per person of cereals, pulses, vegetables, nuts,
vegetable fats and B12 vitamin, in quantities and quality sufficient to satisfy the essential
needs in energy and nutrients.

Essential goods such as housing, education, health care, water, food are no longer the purpose of

abuse of dominant positions, where the seller can set his/her price at any high level, because s/he
knows that the customer must have access to the good.

1.1.1.1.1  Public budgets
Considering the nature of the goods that are provided from large, public, pooled sources, these
public budgets represent a considerable fraction of the transformation activity of the economy —
probably in the range of 70%¢+.

Public budgets are no longer considered as a burden to society, and taxes as something to get rid
of.

The costs of essential goods is no more left to the individual household to bear.

Thus, the duplication of expenses that could be shared among many households or at the scale of
society, and the resulting freezing of assets into private goods whose essential purpose is an
insurance against ill fate, are no longer necessary.

Additionally, the inequalities in access to essential goods, between the few rich that can afford them
for their private usage, and the many poor that can't, have disappeared.

1.1.1.1.2  Control by citizens
The free allocation of the essential goods listed above must be fair.

The following safeguards are in place:

¢ the quality requirements placed on all goods being allocated for free are publicly available
and are the purpose of a democratic decision with periodic revision;

¢ the compliance of the goods being delivered with these quality requirements is controlled by
an authority independent from the public administration allocating these goods;

o the criteria for allocating goods (and specifically: housing) to persons / households are
publicly available and are the purpose of a democratic decision with periodic revision;

e the allocation of each individual good to a person / a household is performed by a fair
software.

Private operators no longer discriminate against vulnerable or stigmatised populations when giving

access to essential goods, a discrimination for which the burden of proof is almost impossible to
satisfy.

(see:)
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1.1.1.2 Earned access to renewable resources

Access to renewable resources is obtained by expending the renewable resource generated by
humans: work.

Work is where humans transform the world around them for the better (= reducing entropy and
chaos) and for the benefit of others, where they "can have the satisfaction of giving the fullest
measure of their skill and attainments and make their greatest contribution to the common well-
being" (ILO, Philadelphia Declaration). Thereby, they display their full capacity as responsible adults.

Therefore, decent work is a foundational stone of society, and as a consequence, all humans are
able to live in dignity from their work, and are employed if willing to do so.

Society is no longer divided between:

the people enjoying good wages and good working conditions, employed in open-ended
contracts and working more than full time, with high-fly career prospects,

the "precariat” of those hovering between short-term, badly paid contracts, performing dull
tasks with no prospects for improvement and

the long-term unemployed, supported by what is perceived as a public alms, accused of
complacency and laziness and subject to permanent harassment by social care services

1.1.2.21  Hours of work

In a society in which many operations are automated, where many transactions are pre-defined and
where the flows of matter and energy are minimised, the number of hours that humans need to work
to fulfil their needs in a manner respectful of fellow humans and of the environment is lower per
person than in 2022. A quantification of this number of hours is not available at this stage of the
development of the vision of the Society of Agreement. However, a reasonable estimation would be
that this number would be in the range of 20 to 30 hours per week for a full-time employment contract.

The hours worked by humans are evenly shared among all adults, according to each person's
capacities (considering age, health and disability, when applicable). When a set of competencies is
not sufficiently present in society to meet the needs of the transformation system, existing workers
whose skills are the closest to those required are trained to acquire them.

All working hours are performed at a high level of safety, hygiene and health at work. A given person
performs dangerous tasks, or those performed under circumstances that harm the worker's long-
term health (e.qg. shift work, high or low temperature, noise, dust), only for a limited fraction of his/her
career, and is generously compensated for having done so in money and in rights for early reduction
of working time at old age.

Society is no longer divided between:

e a few highly-qualified specialists and masters of the rules governing the allocation of

resources, performing tasks that are difficult or impossible to automate, and working long
hours, and
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a mass of people with less (or less relevant) qualifications, permanently under threat of being

replaced by automated machines, working short, discontinued hours.

1.1.1.2.2  Remuneration of work

The monetary income (in currency of class A “euro” — renewable resources) is provided in exchange
for the work being provided, taking in consideration the capacities of the person. When the person
is employed, his/her salary level is defined in a collective agreement agreed at scale of the European
Union. Derogations at smaller scale (Member State, region, company) are only valid when more
favourable to the worker. When the person is self-employed, his/her income depends upon the
economic performance of his/her company.

Monetary income (whatever its source) is subject to strongly progressive income taxation, where
every person contributes (even if a minor fraction of his/her income). As a result of this progressive
taxation, the ratio between the top 1% and the bottom 1% incomes after tax and social contributions
and transfers is no higher than 3:1.

Remuneration of work is no longer the result of an individual negotiation between an employer and
a lonely worker, where very few, non-substitutable skills are paid obscene wages (e.g. star football

players, CEOs, traders, bankers, some IT specialists), and the bulk of other, easily substitutable
competencies are victims of blackmail by employers and end up with low, stagnating wages.

1.1.1.3 Limited access to finite, reversible, non-renewable resources

Finite, non-renewable resources such as the carbon content of the atmosphere and mineral raw

materials are no longer considered as indefinitely available, provided an adequate price is paid.

1.1.1.3.1  Allocation of rights to finite, reversible, non-renewable resources
The allocation of finite, reversible, non-renewable resources to individuals is performed with currency
units of class B “carbo”.

The rules relative to the allocation of these currency units of class B “carbo” follow two principles:

1. equality among humans. These resources have been provided by our environment and its
history for free, and were produced with no human work whatsoever. No human work, merit
or talent justifies to obtain more of these resources;

2. prevention from irresponsible behaviour and waste of resources when a person nears a
moment when s/he will lose access to these resources (when a child becomes autonomous
and leaves his/her parents' household, death).

Every human receives an allocation in currency units of class B “carbo” that s/he can use to purchase
durable goods or to enable transforming firms to invest in equipment or infrastructure. Similarly, all
public entities are allocated currency units of class B “carbo”, proportionally to the population that
they manage, for investment.

1.1.1.3.1.1 At birth

Upon his/her birth, a child generates the allocation of a number of currency units of class B “carbo”
(finite, non-renewable resources) to the household of his/her parents. This number is the same for
all births, and is inferior to the allocation given to an adult.

The allocation of currency units of class B “carbo” grows for each child of a household, as the child
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grows in age, until the age of majority for each child, where the allocation is that of an adult.

1.1.1.3.1.2 At majority age

When a child reaches his/her majority, s/he can elect to remain in the household of his/her parents
until the end of his/her studies.

When the child leaves the household of his/her parents (upon majority or at the end of his/her
studies), s/he is allocated a number of currency units of class B “carbo” (finite, non-renewable
resources) of an adult, for him/her to manage autonomously. This allocation is taken from that of the
household of his/her parents, which is then diminished accordingly — leaving them with what remains
(which can even be a net debt if they behaved irresponsibly).

1.1.1.3.1.3 Atold age

The allocation of an older person in currency units of class B “carbo” diminishes with the person's
physical and mental capacity, at the same rate as the number of hours of work being requested from
him/her. When the person reaches a health situation when s/he cannot work any more, that person
cannot manage any currency units of class B “carbo” either. S/he is however still being provided all
goods allocated for free, and still receives an income in currency units of class A “euro” (renewable
resources).

1.1.1.3.2  Recovery of rights to finite, reversible, non-renewable resources

In order to recover currency units of class B “carbo” after spending them, a person or organisation
must either:

e (give back durable goods containing chemical elements or mineral construction materials, in
a state enabling re-use, repair or recycling. The currency units of class B “carbo” are credited
after this suitability for re-use, repair or recycling has been certified by an independent body.

e expend currency units of class A “euro” to the European Union administration whose function
is to grow trees or micro-algae for the net long-term capture of carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere (resp. in construction / furniture or in long-lasting plastics), taking into account
the emissions generated by this capture (e.g. by using the other fractions of the tree for
shorter-term applications, such as paper). The effectiveness of this net capture is
permanently and democratically controlled by public scrutiny and third-party expert audits,
so as to prevent fraud. Currency units of class B “carbo” are auctioned by the European
Union to citizens against currency units of class A “euro”, up to a quota per person that is
determined every year by democratic decision. The price effectively paid by a citizen in
currency units of class A “euro” per kg of CO2eq (and the corresponding currency units of
class B “carba”) is proportional to the income of the purchaser per person in the household,
after transfers and taxes. The minimum price for a kg of CO.eq (and the corresponding
currency units of class B “carbo”) is determined by the time and effort needed to capture it.
The currency units of class B “carbo” remaining after this sale to citizens are auctioned to
companies. This public sale and auctioning process are the only means whereby currency
units of class B “carbo” can be acquired against currency units of class A “euro”.
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1.1.1.4 Access at regulated prices

1.1.1.41  To housing

Buildings for housing are owned by public authorities (European Union or at national/regional/local
level), or by private organisations managing a large number of dwellings.

Rents for the usage of the dwelling, beyond the free allocation given to all, are determined by:
¢ the surface and the volume of the dwelling;

e the surface and the volume of any shared space in the building or the immediate vicinity, and
to which the inhabitants have access;

¢ the equipment provided for exclusive use by the inhabitants of the dwelling or for shared use
with the others in the same or neighbouring buildings;

¢ the maintenance and operating costs of the dwelling and of the building.
The algorithm determining the rent as a function of these parameters is a "fair software".

The rent for usage of the land and of the related amenities provided is paid in addition, to the owner
of the land, namely the European Union.

The algorithm allocating a dwelling to a given household according to its size and composition is a
"fair software". Because each organisation managing housing works on a large number of cases per
year, any bias or discrimination can be detected using statistical methods — and subsequently
sanctioned and redressed.

Individual owners of housing for rent can no longer discriminate among their tentative tenants along
(real or perceived) ethnicity / gender / sexual orientation / disability.

Landlords can no longer impose any price for their housing, by preying on the fact that housing is an
essential good for which there is no substitute.

Public authorities can no longer allocate subsidised housing to their political clientele

1.1.1.4.2 To goods provided by natural monopolies

Networks (e.g. railways, the Internet, the electric and gas grid, water supply, sewers and sanitation)
and fixed-cost economic activities (e.g. software development, digital platforms) are natural
monopolies: the larger and the more integrated the network, the higher the efficiency and the better
the service.

These economic activities are either (1) public or (2) private and submitted to a strong regulation. In
both cases, the price for the goods delivered by these natural monopolies is regulated so as to mimic
the efficiency of a "pure" market (and to avoid the monopoly from extracting an undue rent from its
customers). This price is the marginal cost of the good.

Natural monopolies are no longer owned by unregulated private players, which leverage their

position to extort undue rents from their customers (by charging high prices for the goods they sell)
and suppliers (by paying low prices for their purchases).
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1.1.1.5 Access at market prices
* Link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Price_elasticity of demand#Determinants

The income received from the person's work (expressed in currency of class A “euro”) and his/her
allocation of finite, reversible, non-renewable resources (expressed in currency of class B “carbo”)
can be used to purchase or rent a range of goods at the discretion of the person, at prices set by the
market.

Because the essential needs, whose prices are very rigid (= they can rise very high, because the
purchaser cannot dispense from having access to them) are satisfied by an allocation for free (and
are thus out of this market), and because the satisfaction of these needs can be performed by many
competing means (so that the person can dispense from the good being offered on the market
without damage if the price is too high), the prices on these markets are elastic and do not experience
brutal spikes and oscillations that could deprive the most vulnerable from accessing these goods.

The price of any good is expressed as a combination of currency units of class A “euro” (for
renewable resources) and of class B “carbo” (for finite, reversible, non-renewable resources). It also
incorporates the cost of "externalities”, i.e. of the harm or benefit that their production or their
consumption causes to the environment or to humans (in the form of resp. taxes or subsidies).

For all these reasons, the market prices can be considered as reasonably fair and sufficiently
predictable to orient consumption wisely.

Consumers and professional customers no longer experience brutal spikes and oscillations in the

price of essential goods that deprive the most vulnerable from accessing them.

(see:)

1.1.1.5.1 Identifying the most appropriate good
Consumers and professional customers no longer rely on deceiving advertising to make their
purchasing choices.

Consumers no longer rely on the toxic mixture of brand (which gives a premium to those having
spent most on advertising, to the detriment of quality of design and of production process) and price
(which puts pressure to reduce wages, and to deteriorate working conditions and the environmental
impact of processes) to determine their choice.

Salespersons are no longer in a situation of conflict of interests between advising the customer on
(1) what is better for him/her or (2) what generates the highest margin for their business.

1.1.1.5.1.1 On-line catalogue

All tangible and intangible goods are required to be registered in a free, publicly searchable online
catalogue, which describes their technical characteristics, certified performance levels, the certified
social performance of the processing chain that generated them, and their price in class A “euro”
and B currency units — which reflects the environmental performance of its processing chain.

This catalogue provides no other content than information on products.

When a person looks for a product, s/he searches this on-line catalogue, using search criteria
adapted to each category of good and then per good. The search algorithm is a "fair software". The
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ranking of answers follows the preferences of the user, according to the features or performance
criteria that matter to him/her, and is random among products having the same performance level
along these criteria.

1.1.1.5.1.2 Independent advice

Organisations independent from entities providing goods, such as consumer associations, provide
an advice for choosing among the products displayed in the on-line catalogue. This advice is a paying
service for a fixed non-refundable fee, which ensures its financial sustainability and independence
from producers.

The advice can be performed on-line or in urban outlets where the various products are displayed
for trial or direct experience. In each case, the purchasing transaction is performed on-line,
independently from the advice service.

1.1.15.2 Rental

Rental or leasing is the dominant means to access long-lasting goods, including durable goods that
a given household only uses for a short period of time (e.g. infant and children clothes, school books,
removal lorry). These goods are owned by the rental company, which has the technical capacity to
maintain them properly and preventively (before any failure has occurred).

In order for a person to rent a durable good, s/he must deposit the amount of currency units of class
B “carbo” for the finite, reversible, non-renewable resources contained in the durable good. S/he is
credited back with these currency units of class B “carbo” once the item is returned in good condition
to the rental company.

Automated self-tests and post-use inspection using image processing (with potential human
intervention for costly items) is performed by a "fair software" upon the return of the rented product.

These tests and inspections ensure that every person renting an object is liable for any damage
caused to it, and that the object can indeed be further used, repaired or fed into eternal recycling.
The successful performance of this test triggers the redeeming the currency units of class B “carbo”
after use.

Rental or leasing is no longer a marginal business model for occasional use.
(see:)

1.1.1.5.3 Purchase

Purchase is the only means to access consumable goods (e.g. food, hygiene products, writing
paper). It is the privileged means to access personalised goods (garments or bicycles made to
measure).

Purchase is no longer the almost exclusive means to access goods, including goods of very rare
usage (e.g. electric drills).

Goods are no longer designed to be cheap upon purchase, with the prospect of them being out of
order in short time, with no possibility for repair or maintenance, and thus of being thrown away, with
all embedded resources irreversibly wasted.
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1.1.2 Investing to satisfy future needs

Investment is the creation of the tools and the build-up of capital of all nature (infrastructure,
machines, prototypes of new products, processes or business models, software, data, laws,
regulations, procedures, standards) with which to perform the transformations that satisfy human
needs, with a higher efficiency in the usage of resources of all kinds (energy, raw materials, human
working time...).

An investment thus diverts present resources away from the normal flow satisfying immediate human
needs, for the promise of satisfying them better or more efficiently in the future.

1.1.2.1 Remunerating investment

Investment immobilises both renewable resources (human work and competencies, energy) and
finite, reversible, non-renewable resources (mineral raw materials), i.e. respectively currency units
of class A “euro” and of class B “carbo” for a given period of time, before it operates and returns (and
beyond) the resources that it diverted from consumption.

The fact for a person to divert his/her resources from immediate consumption, and for the sake of
improving the efficiency of the transformation system in the future, deserves being rewarded as a
contribution to the common good.

1.1.2.1.1  Investment in renewable resources

The currency units of class A “euro” invested in the project are paid back with an interest
corresponding to the improvement in the efficiency in the usage of renewable resource flows. The
payback in currency units of class A “euro” will in general relatively high.

1.1.2.1.2  Investment in finite, revertible, non-renewable resources

The currency units of class B “carbo” invested in the project are often immobilised indefinitely (and
never paid back), because the finite, non-renewable resources are re-used from one equipment
arriving at end of life, in order to pay for the next generation of equipment. The only circumstance in
which currency units of class B “carbo” can be paid back to investors is when the investment
generates savings to the immobilisation of finite, reversible and non-renewable resources. The
general rule however is that the payback in currency units of class B “carbo” in an investment will
negative (corresponding to the irreversible losses of finite non-renewable resources during the
lifetime of the equipment), or at best moderately positive.

Therefore, in order for an investment project that immobilises large amounts of finite, reversible, non-
renewable resources (expressed in currency units of class B “carbo”) to attract investors, it will need
to provide large returns in currency units of class A “euro” to compensate. This makes ecological
sense.

Finite, non-renewable resources can no longer be indefinitely added to the existing stock of

infrastructures and equipment, with no recovery of the embedded resources.

1.1.2.1.3 Investment in innovative activities

The economic benefits of a patent protecting an innovation are not restricted to the inventor. They
are shared with his/her predecessors that have contributed via their own trials and errors to the
invention, and deserve also being remunerated for their efforts (even if these efforts failed).
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Licensing of patents is defined under fair contracts defined by a mandatory, pre-determined
template.

Patents are no longer void tools of legal deterrence against competitors, with no inventive content,
or no description of how the function is technically performed.

Patent law is no longer a cut-throat competition to be the first past the post, with the hope of being
the only and single "winner that takes all".

Licensing agreements are no longer an instrument for the powerful to extract value from the weak,
and to steal them from the fruit of their effort.

1.1.2.2 Personal initiative of investment projects

Every adult citizen is entitled upon his/her majority to a one-shot investment allocation in currency
units of class A “euro” (renewable resources) representing several months of qualified work. This
allocation can be used in two ways:

e eitheritisinvested in a fund (with or without technical risk), whose assets are managed by a
professional team selecting projects initiated by others;

e oOritis used by the person to engage in his/her personal investment project.

In this case, the project plan must be validated by a multi-stakeholder commission including people
ready to contribute their personal resources to it (the sponsors of the project), in order to: (1) make
sure that the allocation is used for productive investment (not for consumption) and (2) check the
realism of the project and its compatibility with regulations and public policies (as it is the case for
larger projects). The sponsors of the project can then provide guidance and support, if needed, to
the project owner.

The capacity to initiate innovative activities is no longer reserved to those whose "friends and family"
are rich enough to provide them with the seed capital needed to explore the technical and

commercial feasibility of their project, and to set up the first proof of concept.
1.1.2.3 Matching savings with investment projects

* Link: http://tuvalu.santafe.edu/~wbarthur/Papers/Arthur-HollandStockMarket. pdf

The capacity to invest wisely is unevenly distributed in society. Public authorities, some companies
and a limited number of private people have a capacity to invest wisely that is higher than their
savings, and many others are left with unused resources (their savings) when they have satisfied
their consumption needs, and have no idea of how to use these savings. It would be a loss for society
if those with limited capacity to invest wisely had no other choice than immediate consumption, and
those with ideas and capacity to invest were left only with their personal savings, their accumulated
profit or their immediate fiscal resources to implement their investment projects.

A financial system exists (1) to pool the savings of the many, (2) to funnel them towards the valuable
investment projects of public authorities or of innovative private persons, and (3) to enable those
who have allocated their savings to an investment pool (1) to be rewarded for having thus contributed
to the common good rather than having allocated their resources to immediate consumption, and
(2) to recover their funds before the end of the underlying investment projects (which can last for
decades).
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Shares of these investment pools are traded on slow, boring and very tightly regulated markets,
where fluctuations are deliberately damped (see link to article W.B. Arthur), and where only explicit
insurance contracts (not options) are allowed to be protected against pre-determined risks.

Financial markets are no longer dangerous casinos where:

e prices oscillate endlessly at a high speed totally unrelated to any underlying phenomenon
having an influence on the economic value of assets;

the volumes of trading on assets and derivatives (e.g. options) are orders of magnitude larger

than the volume of trading in the productive economy, and thus create a permanent systemic
risk to the economy, with which markets blackmail society into submission to their
requirements of ultra-short-term liquidity;

those having the right connections and the fast decision-making algorithms strip ordinary
investors from their assets.

1.1.2.4 Selecting investment projects

Investing diverts present resources away from the normal flow satisfying immediate human needs
(potentially in large quantities), for the promise of satisfying them better or more efficiently in the
future. These diverted resources must thus be used wisely and responsibly, and for the common
good.

This is why:

e asetof policy-related criteria is democratically established (and periodically revised) to select
investment projects, regarding specifically their environmental efficiency and impact, and
their social effect on the distribution of goods between humans;

e each investment project is checked against these criteria by an independent board made of
potentially impacted stakeholders or of their representatives (e.g. for future generations), with
a possibility to appeal the decision taken.

Investment decisions are no longer taken on the sole criterion of short-term profit, with no

consideration for social, societal or environmental effects.

1.1.2.41  Projects with technical risk

When technical risk is involved, there is a possibility that, after all resources planned for the project
have been spent, the project nevertheless fails. This stands also when commercial risk is involved,
e.g. for a new, untested product.

For these investments, a large, public fund pools the risk and the benefits at the scale of the
European Union. It collects all savings that the public wishes to allocate to these projects. The
management of this large fund is split between small teams, that are legally, technically and
economically independent from one another, that are chosen after a call for tenders, and are
remunerated as highly qualified employees. These management teams select the projects to which
resources from their share of the fund will be allocated. The size of the fund that they manage (and
the very fact of managing any funds), but not their remuneration, depends upon their performance —
which incentivises them to allocate the funds that they manage wisely, while avoiding taking
excessive risks. The size of the fund managed by one team is less than 1%o. of the large public fund
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for investment in risky projects.

Every year, 5% of the amount of the large public fund for investment in risk projects is reserved for
new teams, whose members are under 40 years old.

1.1.2.4.2  Projects without technical risk
* Link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project finance

When no technical risk is involved, the diversion of resources away from the normal flow satisfying
human needs is only temporary. Energy, raw materials, human working time are spent to build the
tool, and then the tool operates and generates savings in resources that pay back the previous
expenses, and beyond.

In these cases, the risk lies in the execution: will the project be finished on time and within the
planned resource budget. Providing resources to such projects is the purpose of a well-established
branch of finance called "project finance", or of standard lending by banks. The size of the
outstanding loans of a bank (or a banking group consisting of economic, legal or technical links
between its members) is less than 1%. of annual EU GNP.

1.1.2.4.3  Supporting economic and social development
A substantial fraction of total investment (>20%) is directed towards lesser developed regions within
the European Union and in external countries.

Democratic procedures in these regions and countries ensure that the local population participates
in the initiative, the amendment and the selection of externally-funded investment projects. Technical
support is provided in this process, to provide the local population with the relevant information on
the alternative solutions being investigated.

In order to mitigate corruption risks in their management, a condition for granting externally-funded
investment is that civil servants in the destination regions and countries rotate frequently between
regions and countries.

In the lesser developed countries where the fertility rate is above the renewal of generations, this
investment focuses on the emancipation of women.

1.1.3 Sharing costs

1.1.3.1 Costs of the common infrastructure

Society relies upon a very rich and deep substrate of infrastructures, which has been capitalised by
natural phenomena and by humans in the past: geological and biological resources, knowledge,
institutions, laws and regulations, processes, trade relations, reputation, competencies, networks
(transport, water, energy, telecommunications) buildings, machinery, software...

Most of these infrastructures are common goods: their benefit cannot be restricted to those who paid
for them. This justifies that their construction and maintenance be paid for by mandatory payment:
taxes.

Tax income is made of:

e a strongly progressive income tax of natural persons, at the same rate for all natures of
income (salary or pension, dividends, capital gains);
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e astrongly progressive tax on property in all its forms (including on the work tool, works of art
and the main residence), on the value of goods and property expressed in both class A 'euro’
and class B 'carbo’ currency units;

e a strongly progressive tax on inheritance under all forms (including on gifts before death),
bearing on the value of goods and property expressed both in currency of class A “euro” and
of class B “carbo”;

e a tax on the profit of companies and an additional tax on the dividends distributed to
shareholders, both based upon the company's consolidated world-wide operations, shared
at world scale between jurisdictions as per the physical and digital presence of the company
in each of these jurisdictions, and as per the population of these jurisdicitions (world-wide
unitary taxation);

e progressive taxes on externalities caused by goods, upon purchase of that good;
e progressive fines and penalties on private persons.

"Progressive” tax, fine or penalty means that people with a higher income pay a fraction of their
income that is larger than the one paid by those with a lower income. The marginal rate of
progressive taxes on the highest tax bands is above 95%.

Individuals are no longer obliged to pay from their private income for essential goods such as
education or health care.

Taxes are no longer concentrated on those who can't escape them (workers and consumers), while

capital owners and corporations evade any fiscal or social contribution.

Wealth is no longer inherited from one generation to the next. Social classes and inequalities are no
longer entrenched in family lineages.

(see:)

1.1.3.2 Taxes on negative externalities

Taxes representing externalities should incentivise all citizens equally to reduce harm caused to
others. For the incentive to be equal for all, the tax must also be felt equally.

In order to achieve this, taxes compensating for externalities, when expressed in currency of class
A “euro”, grow more than proportionally than net income (e.g. the tax for a person with low income
may be 1 currency unit, and 10 currency units for a person with a 4-times higher income).

Taxes on negative externalities (e.g. on carbon emissions) are no longer something that only the
rich can afford. Conversely, the rich are no longer in a position of causing harm unilaterally to others,

by being able to afford the penalty.

1.1.3.3 Sanctions for breaching rules

Rules are made to be complied with. When however they are breached, a sanction may need to be
applied — which is also an incentive for compliance.

For the incentive to be equal for all, the sanction must also be felt equally. This is already the case
for prison sentences — and it needs to be the same for monetary fines.
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In order to achieve this, monetary fines grow more than proportionally than net income (e.g. the
sanction to a person with low income may be 1% of net income, and 2.5% for a person with a higher
income).

Fines and sanctions for breaching the rules are no longer something that only the rich can afford.

Conversely, the rich can no longer be above the law by simply paying a fine that represents little for
them.

1.1.4 Sharing risks

Most risks are shared by having persons and organisations subscribe a mandatory insurance
contract, the terms of which are defined by a mandatory template. These contracts leave a part of
the risk to be borne by the person / the organisation, in order to incentivise careful behaviour.

Insurance organisations operate at the scale of the European Union, so as to spread their risks
across the broadest geographical surface. They operate under a deliberate and legally mandated
"veil of ignorance": the information that they are allowed to gather and use over their current and
potential customers is restricted, in order to force the pooling of risks across society.

The weak and the vulnerable are no longer left with no or poor insurance coverage.

Insurance companies are no longer allowed to cream the market for the most profitable customers

(= the rich, young and healthy), to which low prices are proposed to cover a low risk, while the poor,
the old and the sick are left among themselves and pay high premiums for a low service related to
their high intrinsic risk.

1.2 Agreement on sharing access to the existing stock of
capital

The existing stock of capital is the result of the accumulation of value-creating processes performed
by natural phenomena or by humans in the past, and which can generate amenities for humans
today and in the future. It consists of:

e land;

e natural capital;

e cultural capital,

e institutional capital; and

e technical capital.

1.2.1 Access to land

* Link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spectrum_management

Land is owned by the European Union. The allocation of land is between (1) built areas (for housing
or commercial / industrial / transport use); (2) agricultural areas; (3) forests and (4) natural areas is
decided by the EU, and can only evolve in one direction: the conversion of built areas into agricultural
areas, forests or natural areas, or the conversion of agricultural areas into forests or natural areas.
Building in an existing agricultural lot of land is only allowed after an equivalent or larger lot of built
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area has been converted into a productive agricultural area, a sustainable forest or a natural area
with a developed and sustainable ecosystem. Building in an existing forest or natural area is only
allowed after an equivalent or larger lot of built area has been converted into a sustainable forest or
a natural area with a developed and sustainable ecosystem. Cultivating an existing forest or natural
area is is only allowed after an equivalent or larger lot of agricultural land has been converted into a
sustainable forest or a natural area with a developed and sustainable ecosystem.

The usage of land is reversibly conceded to private users for a specific purpose, and under controlled
conditions, following the model currently existing for the radio spectrum.

This concession is awarded following a call for tenders setting the purpose for which the piece of
land must be used, the obligations of the concession recipient regarding good stewardship and the
means for the EU to control the compliance with these obligations. A concession is provided for an
indefinite period of time, but is periodically reviewed for compliance. It is allocated for a rental fee,
the amount of which depends upon the infrastructure made available by public authorities in the
vicinity. A concession on land may be neither traded nor transferred nor inherited. When a
concession ends for any reason (non-compliance with obligations, death, resignation), any fixed
assets on the piece of land are included in the following call for tender, and are priced separately by
the tenderers. The allocation of the land is awarded to the tenderer having the best weighted mark
on two features: (1) the quality of his/her project and commitment regarding the usage of the land,
and (2) the price given for the fixed assets on the land. The successful tenderer must pay the
previous owner for these fixed assets, before s/he gains access to the land.

Land is no longer a private good, where the owner:
can deteriorate the soil irreversibly with no accountability to society;

can monopolise the access to essential resources (e.g. agricultural land, water) and exclude
persons from using them productively;

captures the value of any public investment (e.g. infrastructure, environmental remediation)
performed in the vicinity;

captures an arbitrary share of the value of any private economic activity performed on it.

Land is no longer an asset class freezing capital that should be used to transform the world.

1.2.1.1 Land for housing

(see:)

1.2.1.2 Land for commercial / industrial use

Commercial and industrial buildings are owned by public authorities (European Union or at
national/regional/local level), or by private organisations managing a large number of buildings.

Rents for the usage of a lot in the building are determined by:
¢ the surface and the volume of the lot;

¢ the surface and the volume of any shared space in the building or the immediate vicinity, and
to which the users have access;
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o the equipment provided for exclusive use by the users of the lot or for shared use with the
others in the same or neighbouring buildings;

¢ the maintenance and operating costs of the lot and of the building.

The algorithm determining the rent as a function of these parameters is a "fair software".The rent for
usage of the land and of the related amenities provided is paid in addition, namely to the EU.

The allocation of a commercial or industrial lot to a given company is performed by a transparent
multi-stakeholder commission. This allocation is based upon the viability and public benefits of the
project to be developed. A non-confidential summary of all projects received and some key
evaluation data are made public, as well as the evaluation made by the commission on each project.
The decision can be appealed.

1.2.1.3 Land for agricultural use

The allocation of an agricultural land lot to a given farmer is performed by a transparent multi-
stakeholder commission. This allocation is based upon the viability and public benefits of the project
to be developed on this lot. All application files received from all candidates are made public, as well
as the justified evaluation made on each element of each file by the commission and its final
evaluation and decision. This decision can be appealed.

1.2.2 Access to natural capital

Access to natural capital (finite, hon-renewable resources, valuable natural environments) is no

longer the private monopoly of some wealthy individuals or corporations.

1.2.2.1 Public goods

Natural "public goods" are those the access to which cannot be restricted, such as the climate or air.

1.2.2.2 Non-renewable, reversible resources

Access to non-renewable, reversible natural resources is regulated with the currency units of class
B “carbo”.

Organisations receive currency units of class B “carbo” as part of their capital endowment to acquire
equipment or infrastructure. In case the currency units of class B “carbo” differ between economic
zones, importers of material goods into an economic zone (such as the European Union) need to
acquire currency units of class B “carbo” from exporters (this process is a form of Border Adjustment
Measures). Thereby, no economic zone can be a net importer of finite, reversible, non-renewable
resources.

1.2.2.3 High-value natural environments

When a piece of land surface with a high natural value (e.g. forest, river or lake bank, seaside) has
been allocated to a given person or organisation, this person or organisation has the duty to ensure
access to this land surface to the general public. This access can be limited in time and in number
of people (for the sake of compatibility with the regeneration capacities of the local biosphere). Its
specific costs (e.g. surveillance, waste management) can be compensated for. When the number of
visitors must be restricted, is is performed with a quota, and by a random allocation of entry tickets
among those having applied.
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1.2.3 Access to cultural capital

1.2.3.1 Access to works of plastic art and architecture

When a work of plastic art or architecture with a high cultural value is owned by a given person or
organisation, this person or organisation has the duty to ensure access to this work of art to the
general public. This access can be granted by lending the work of art permanently to a public
museum or by displaying it in a private space open to the public. This display in a private space may
be limited in time and in number of people (for the sake of compatibility with the long-term
preservation of the work of art and for ensuring private enjoyment). Its specific costs (e.qg.
surveillance, waste management) can be compensated for. When the number of visitors must be
restricted, this is performed with a quota, and by a random allocation of entry tickets among those
having applied.

Access to works of plastic art or architecture with a high cultural value is no longer the private

monopoly of some wealthy individuals or corporations.

1.2.3.2 Access to works of literature and music

Works of literature and music are protected by author's rights. These rights last for a period of time
no shorter than 20 years after the publication of the work, and end at the death of the author (or of
the last author in case of collective work).

Cinema and video works are protected by author's rights, which are often attached to the producing
company. In this latter case, author's rights last 20 years after publication of the work.

Works of literature and music are no longer protected after the death of the author, so that his/her
heirs no longer enjoy undue rents from a creativity that they have no part in.

Works in cinema and video produced at an industrial scale by corporations are no longer protected
at the same level as the creative work of individuals.

1.2.4 Access to institutional capital
* Link: https://creativecommons.org/

Reference designs for institutional arrangements ensuring reliability, robustness, fairness and
internal democracy are published and available to all under open licences (such as Creative
Commons). This applies to: statutes for companies and for advocacy organisations, Quality
Assurance systems, internal processes in organisations, and many other institutional arrangements.

Statutes for companies and for advocacy organisations, Quality Assurance systems, internal

processes in organisations, and other institutional arrangements are no longer re-invented at every
new case, for the sole profit of lawyers and consultants.

1.2.5 Access to technical capital

Reference designs for technical transformation processes are published and available to all under
open licences (such as Creative Commons), and describe the state of the art to achieve the highest
efficiency in the usage of resources. This applies to transformation processes for information,
energy, matter. non-human living beings, humans and society.

The reference designs can include patented innovations, which are flagged accordingly with access
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to the relevant licence contract. In this case, alternative, non-patented solutions are provided with
information on the resulting performance loss.

Technical transformation processes for information, energy, matter. non-human living beings,
humans and society are no longer closed "trade secrets" kept under the control of the insiders.

Potential new entrants into an economic activity are no longer deterred by not knowing its basic
features.

1.2.6 Accumulation of assets

Assets can be accumulated freely during one's lifetime, with no specific taxation.

They are however very strongly taxed upon any form of transfer, be it by gift, sale or upon death of
the owner (inheritance tax). The ratio between the top 1% and bottom 1% of inherited assets after
tax is below 2:1. The purpose of this inheritance taxation is to restore equality in opportunities at
each generation.

Assets are no longer inherited from one generation to the next.

It is no longer necessary to accumulate and transmit private assets to secure a decent living for one's
children.

2 Pan-European democracy: agreement among
humans on decisions and on rules

Agreement between people that are different in all aspects of their lives (social position, age, beliefs,
preferences...) is the main problem of human societies, in public institutions as well as in private
organisations.

An agreement only makes sense when it is considered by all parties as legitimate — or at least when
there is a general consensus in society that the process leading to it is indeed legitimate.

Agreement among humans is supported by a form of moral self-discipline by all members of society
(and by law), so that they follow the processes leading to agreement, and fulfil their commitments
once the agreement is reached.

Agreement is based upon the principles of democracy and social justice. Explicit procedures ensure
that all values and interests have equally been considered, but also that timely decisions are taken,
and implemented — even against the opposition of some (when necessary). This entails that
democracy is exerted at the largest scale possible, that of the European Union, so as to overcome
the resistance of powerful minorities.

Decisions are no longer paralysed by endless conflicts between seemingly irreconcilable opposing
parties, by veto rights, or by disagreements on the very facts upon which to base decisions.

Individuals or groups no longer challenge the very legitimacy of rules, because they consider (often
righteously) that they were not given a chance to shape them, or that the rules are to the exclusive
benefit of a minority social class.

Individuals or groups no longer evade their public duties (e.g. fiscal or social contributions) or their
private ones (e.g. in contracts).
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2.1 Agreement on facts
2.1.1 Permanent sources of information

The following sources of information are available to all for free:
e public data and statistics;
e non-personal, machine- and sensor-generated data;
e scientific publications and data;
e technical standards.
Information feeds from press agencies are available to all for a small subscription fee.

Data is no longer the property of private organisations or individuals, which extract rents from those
wanting to use it.

Scientific publications are no more a lucrative oligopolistic business.

Standardisation organisations operate no more under the fallacy that they serve industrial interests
only, and are no more remunerated by selling their standards at prices prohibitive for citizens and

2.1.2 Information from active search

When the existing data is insufficient, scientists and investigative journalists actively search
information: they generate it via bespoke instruments or surveys, or acquire it via long, in-depth
enquiries.

Investigative journalism and whistle-blowing are protected by law.

Itis allowable for some research projects to be constituted of data generation only, for other scientists
to exploit and interpret.

Information on the private life of individuals cannot be made public, unless there is a clear public
governance interest (e.g. conflicts of interest).

"People" press preying on the disclosure of the private life of individuals has disappeared.

Investigative journalists and whistle-blowers are no longer prosecuted.

2.1.3 Laws of nature, humankind and society

The discovery of laws of nature, human behaviour and society, which express how phenomena of
all sorts can be predicted, is the purpose of scientific research activity.

All scientific work is reproducible, cumulative and expressed as results that can be refuted, i.e.
proven to be wrong by empirical experiments. The validity of results is thoroughly tested by peers
following rigorous methods, so that only those theories that have proven to predict phenomena in
the most reliable and accurate way are kept as the best available approximation of the laws of nature,
humankind and society.
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The general public and the scientific community participate in a democratic process (with open
initiative, amendment and ranking in priority order) to define the research agenda, i.e. the list of
research questions of higher priority, and on which to invest resources. The weight of the scientific
community in this process is higher in fundamental, advanced questions involving less resources —
whereas the general public has a larger weight in applied questions involving more resources.

All results of this activity are published under a free licensing regime.

Publishers of non-fiction texts based on (1) the exploitation of existing data; (2) targeted information
gathering; and / or (3) laws of nature, humankind or society as evidenced by scientific research,
receive support by public budgets, provided appropriate methodologies were used.

Science is no more made of 3 separate realms:

social sciences and economics, which essentially were tools of ideological domination by a
restricted elite;

fundamental, expensive science which were managed by scientists only in free-wheeling
mode;

technology whose agenda was determined by economic interests only.

Scientific publications are no longer the lucrative oligopoly of a few publishing firms which exploit
volunteer work by scientists, and yet have readers or authors of articles pay.

Non-fiction edition is no longer at the brink of disappearing.

214 Measurement and accounting
Link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_bank_digital _currency

Public and private accounting systems measure and trace:
o all material and energy flows;
o all forms of capital and all material and energy stocks;
o all externalities (i.e. the harm or benefit transferred to others by a human activity).

This accounting supports the careful management of the strongly limited supply of resources, and
makes sure that none is wasted. In order to facilitate this monitoring at all scales, every household,
organisation, local or regional authority, value chain, and the European Union as a whole, is
automatically provided with a regular information on its incoming and outgoing flows and on the state
of its stock. The accounts of households and of smaller organisations are aggregated per nature of
resources (renewable vs. non-renewable), but these households and smaller organisations can still
request a dis-aggregated view.

This accounting is performed in “permissioned” Distributed Ledgers (= Distributed Ledgers the
access to which is controlled, an example of which is the blockchain), to ensure trustworthiness and
public scrutiny.

The currencies of class A “euro” and of class B “carbo” are managed as Central Bank Digital
Currencies: the central bank provides to all citizens and legal residents, and to all organisations, an
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account with which to perform and receive payments. The money supply is thus directly controlled
by the central bank. It can counter economic cycles (“contra-cyclic” action) and dampen booms and
crises.

Public and private accounting has no longer the illusion that money is the measure of all things, and
that money can compensate for any loss or damage performed in the world of physical and biological
phenomena

.Gross Domestic Product — GDP is no longer the exclusive measure of social and economic
progress.

Commercial banks or private payment systems are no longer needed to perform payments. The
money supply is no longer controlled by private commercial banks whose pro-cyclical herd behaviour
regarding lending (easy lending in economic upturns, restrictive lending in downturns) amplifies the
economic cycles where booms of wasteful consumption alternate with crises of unemployment and
misery.

2.1.4.1 Measurement and accounting of renewable resources

Renewable resources include:

o the flow of renewable resources (human work, water, agricultural products, renewable
energy)

¢ the stock of capital that can be re-built over time (biomass, soil, human individual or collective
capabilities and competencies, human culture, institutions), even in the cases when this
capital is much faster to destroy than to re-build, as with forests, which can burn down in a
matter of hours, and take centuries to grow again.

Renewable resources can be purchased and exchanged for one another, using a currency (the
currency of class A “euro”) which essentially is a form of time. The relative value of each unit of
renewable resources is determined by the total yearly flow of resources of each category, at the
sustainable rate compatible with the eternal use of this resource: the more abundant the flow of a
renewable resource, the less valuable it is. This sustainable rate is determined every year, based on
scientific evidence and most recent data, in a multi-stakeholder decision-making process of which
the users of the resource are deliberately not represented.

When a renewable resource takes time to be re-built, the value of future flows is actualised using an
actualisation rate which is democratically determined as the median value of all values given by
citizens, in a permanent and informed public debate.

The currency of class A “euro” cannot purchase finite, reversible, non-renewable resources (which
need the currency of class B “carbo”), and cannot be exchanged for any quantity of currency of class
B “carbo”.

Renewable resources are no longer considered as being instantly replaceable, and as having the

possibility to be supplied overnight at an infinite speed and throughput.

2.1.4.2 Measurement and accounting of finite, reversible, non-renewable
resources

The stock of finite, reversible, non-renewable resources includes:
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o the greenhouse effect gases in the atmosphere,

e the chemical elements of the Mendeleiev periodic table — and specifically the Critical Raw
Materials that are rare, non-substitutable and economically important

e mineral construction materials (e.g. limestone, granite, gravel, sand, gypsum, clay).

These finite, non-renewable resources can be managed like a reversible reservoir: greenhouse
gases can be reversibly dispersed in the atmosphere and then re-absorbed (e.g. by plants or the
soil), and properly managed chemical elements or construction materials can be reversibly
immobilised in human artefacts and then released for further usage.

Finite, reversible, non-renewable resources can be purchased and exchanged for one another, using
a currency (the currency of class B “carbo”), which is essentially a form of mass (e.g. kg of CO: eq).
The relative value of each unit of finite, reversible, non-renewable resources is determined by a slow
and boring exchange market.

The currency of class B “carbo” cannot purchase renewable resources (which need the currency of
class A “euro”), and cannot be exchanged for any quantity of currency of class A “euro”.

Each person and each (public or private) organisation using equipment or infrastructure has an
account expressed in currency units of class B “carbo”. These accounts are managed by a public
administration whose records are stored on a permissioned Distributed Ledger to ensure its
trustworthiness and public scrutiny.

The sum of:
1. the number of currency units of class B “carbo” on a person’s or organisation’s account; and
2. the number of those incorporated in the material assets that s/he/it owns;

is constant.

This public administration also records global changes in the stock of finite, reversible, non-
renewable resources (e.g. due to new discoveries of mineral ores or to changes in land use), and
modifies the allocations of all social players accordingly.

The stock of finite, non-renewable resources is no longer considered as being indefinitely

extendable, provided the market provides the right price incentive.

(see:)

2.1.4.3 Measurement and accounting of biodiversity

Biodiversity is a specific category of finite, non-renewable resources, because its usage is
irreversible. Once humans have destroyed a living species, there is no means to regenerate it.

Biodiversity is specifically monitored and managed, with a public mandate to preserve it. It cannot
be purchased, in any class of currency (A or B).

Biodiversity is no longer ignored in our accounting systems.

2.1.4.4 Measurement and accounting of externalities

All externalities generated by the production, the consumption, the usage and the end of life of all
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goods are computed and regularly updated, in a fully open process using open public data. The cost
of these externalities is added to the price of each unit of the good as a tax, following the principle
"polluter pays", so as to: (1) incentivise the consumer to purchase less harmful goods; (2) provide
the European Union with the financial means to compensate this harm to those impacted.

Examples of such externalities include harm to health or cognitive capacities of humans caused by
alcohol or video gaming, or harm to the environment caused by pollutants.

Negative externalities, i.e. costs incurred by society because of the economic activities of some, are

no longer dissimulated or minimised to preserve these economic interests.

2.1.5 Distribution of information

The press and social media provide the service of selecting, presenting and analysing the sources
of information, under a business model of pay-per-use (per article or for a given volume of original
content) or subscription-based (e.g. per month or year), complemented by transparent public
support.

Each adult citizen receives a fraction of this public support for the press, in the form of tokens, which
s/he can allocate to the title(s) of his/her choice. All adult citizens receive the same number of tokens
supporting the press and social media per year. A token represents a sum in monetary units of
class A "euro”. The more the media to which the token is allocated disseminates credible information
(see § Presentation of information), the higher the number of monetary units of class A “euro” per
token.

The press and social media operate no longer under a business model based on advertising. They

are thus no more dependent upon economic interests, and have ceased promoting wasteful lifestyles
and stopped defaming trade unions and environmental associations.

2.1.5.1 Criteria for selecting information

The criteria used for selecting information received by a user are explicit and under his/her control.
The selection algorithm is a "fair software".

Press and social media no longer hook their users to their screens with short, brutal videos or
slogans, and no longer polarise debates for the sake of increasing the number of pages (and ads)
viewed.

The information selected for broadcasting or displaying on social media is no longer selected for its
emotional content, nor to support a world view aligned with the interests of the corporations paying
for the advertising.

2.1.5.2 Propagation over social media

Propagation of information over social media is deliberately delayed to force reflection about the
guality and reliability of the information received: propagation is only allowed at least 24 hours after
having read the information.

In addition, the publication of content on social media beyond a closed, private circle is subject to
the regulation applicable to journalists regarding propagation of false news.

The viral propagation of fake news and of emotional content has almost disappeared.
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2.1.6 Presentation of information

All news, on traditional or social media, are mandatorily accompanied by the following supporting
content, in small but sufficient quantities, and with the possibility to enquire further:

e anassessment of the credibility of the news source, according to the quality of the procedures
used to elaborate and verify its content (in particular: cross-referencing of independent
sources, peer validation);

e the comparison between the content of the news and sources validated as credible, these
sources validated as credible being explicitly quoted. The validation of a source as credible
is a public and adversarial process, with explicit processes regarding its scientific character
(i.e. predictive and refutable), the publicity of its sources and data, and the methods employed
(in particular: cross-referencing of independent sources). This comparison with validated
sources is summarised in a synthetic assessment according to a scale resembling:
contradicted by these validated sources, not confirmed, subject to controversy, confirmed,

e context information (regarding history, precedents, geography, statistical data);

e existing public policies, technologies or scientific results solving the problem or issue raised
in the news;

e public policy proposals, innovation projects or scientific research aiming at solving the
problem or issue raised in the news, with a possibility for the person to support either of them.

This supporting content is automatically generated by a "fair software" using Atrtificial Intelligence
technologies.

Thereby, each information received by a person is accompanied by an assessment of its credibility
and by a possibility for the person to engage in concrete action to address it.

The repeated dissemination of news explicitly contradicted by sources validated as credible is
sanctioned by law.

The harm caused to the quality of public debate by a content presentation format is taxed as a
negative externality: the formats supporting emotional reactions (e.g. short videos) are taxed more
than those supporting the development of constructive arguments (e.g. long written articles). The
law regulates the mode of presentation of information, so that this mode of presentation supports a
balanced, open, informed and democratic debate.

The following vicious circle operates no more: (1) receiving news sustains fear and a feeling of
powerlessness, and thus stress — and (2) the only apparent means available to alleviate this stress
is to receive more news.

The manipulative tools for presenting information, designed on the basis of neuroscience to capture

attention (based on fear, danger, stress, curiosity, emotion linked to scandal, sex) have disappeared.

Fake news is no longer propagated freely and without consequences for its sender or its
disseminator.
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2.2 Agreement on rules and on future actions
* Link: http://www.kuneagi.org

Rules and actions (specifically: investments) have consequences in the future, which will affect
stakeholders differently.

Decisions on rules and on future actions in public bodies and in private organisations (companies,
associations) are taken after a democratic process among all interested parties, based upon the
predictable consequences of each option (considering the level of knowledge at the time of the
decision). This process is open to all at each of its stages:

1. initiative, so that any person may raise an issue that s/he believes is important;

2. amendment, so that all interested parties can confront their points of view and agree on a
proposal, based on solid arguments;

3. ranking in priority order, so that the (public or private) body involved concentrates its
resources on those actions considered as most important by its members.

This decision-making process is supported by a public infrastructure of on-line deliberative
democracy platforms similar to the existing KuneAgi software.

Decisions on rules and on future actions in public bodies and in private organisations (companies,
associations) are no longer taken after opaque discussions among the few having access to, and
able to threaten the decision-makers.

Important issues for the general public are no longer held out of the political agenda. Voters are no
longer placed in front of "take it or leave it" choices, be it in elections or referendums.

2.2.1 Debating fairly
* Link: https://lernu.net/en/esperanto

In debates involving people of different native languages, regarding analysis of facts or the
discussion on future actions in private or public organisations and institutions, the discussions are
held in Esperanto, the language designed to be fair and easy to learn.

In debates involving people of different native languages, regarding analysis of facts or the
discussion on future actions in private or public organisations and institutions, the domination of

(1) native English speakers, (2) of native speakers of Germanic languages close to English, and
(3) of those whose parents were rich enough to send them several weeks per year during their teen-
age years to be immersed in English-speaking environments, has ceased.

2.2.2 Agreement between private entities

Contracts are the means with which private persons and organisations generally define their future
relationships, their mutual rights and obligations and how they will share future flows of goods. E.g.
"general terms and conditions" in a retail sales contracts, insurance contracts, B2B sales contracts,
employment contracts, artistic agency contracts, licences to use patents and other Intellectual
Property Rights, shareholder agreements, by-laws of companies and of advocacy organisations...

All these very generic contracts follow a pre-defined template leaving only minimal room for
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modification, and designed to be fair to all parties. These mandatory contract templates are defined
by law (for the by-laws of companies or of advocacy organisations) or by collective bargaining at the
scale of the European Union, among the stakeholders involved or their representatives, e.g. between
companies and consumers for "general terms and conditions" in the sale of products and services,
between large groups and SMEs for B2B sales contracts, between technology developers and
technology users for patent licensing, between trade unions and employers' associations for
employment contracts, ...

By avoiding to "re-invent the wheel" at each transaction, these templates minimise transaction costs,
in addition to being fair.

Contracts such as "general terms and conditions" in a retail sales contracts, insurance contracts,
B2B sales contracts, employment contracts, artistic agency contracts, licences to use patents and
other Intellectual Property Rights, shareholder agreements, bylaws of companies and of advocacy
organisations are no longer re-invented at every new case, for the sole profit of lawyers and
consultants.

Contracts are no longer the legal tool cementing the domination of the stronger party on the weaker
in a transaction.

2.2.3 Agreement on rules to be enforced by public entities

Laws and regulation defined and enforced by public entities at all scales follow a "universality
principle": they are adopted at the largest possible level (typically: the European Union), unless it is
demonstrated that it is more efficient and appropriate to regulate at a smaller scale.

Specifically, as a consequence, only one set of rules and one administration exists at the scale the
European Union to perform the following tasks:

e collect taxes and social contributions;
e provide citizens for free with essential goods;
e protect citizens against all forms of safety and security risks;

o define and enforce rules regarding activities that transform the world (in agriculture,
manufacturing, services and waste management);

e measure and perform the accounting of resources.
This universality principle is meant to:

o avoid downward competition among entities of smaller scale regarding regulation and
taxation;

e ensure a pooling of resources at the greatest possible scale;

e avoid duplication of efforts when solving a public problem / issue: it is debated and discussed
once, gathering all arguments and evidence only once and applied everywhere;

e access of citizens and companies to law: it is always more simple to learn one single law
which is applicable everywhere, rather than all its local variations.
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This “universality principle” nevertheless allows public entities at a smaller scale to experiment with
public policies, provided that they are innovative and do not harm others. The “universality principle”
also allows these entities to freely allocate the fraction of the common budget of the European Union
that they receive. This fraction is computed as proportional to the population that these public entites
at a smaller scale admi